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One of these was the proprietor of a luxurious cellar
in the neighbourhood of 'Change (where you could
bet on the tape), who, on an unlucky day, was discovered
to have a private wire to certain race-courses.  I caught
him on one of his lucky days and he flung me a cheque
without a thought or an enquiry, but proved himself
during the run of the play one of the most assiduous and
business-like attendants at our board meetings.  These
were held, with scrupulous attention to the affairs of
the Syndicate, in the little green-room at the Court
Theatre which I had taken for the production of our
play. He would drive from the City with other members
of the Syndicate to the Theatre in a sparkling mail
phaeton, with a pair of high-stepping cobs, his gold-
banded cigar between his teeth, but when the meeting
was over, he would carry us off to a neighbouring
hostelry for c For Larranagas' and * Charles Heidsieck.'
As my visits to the city promised to be successful,
I had left Cousin Maxim, Cousin Harold and his lawyer
friends concocting their strangulation terms, with an
alternative embodying my views and giving them a
time-limit within which to agree.  Upon the expiration
of this period, I found them nose to nose with their
lawyers, bent upon further exactions.   I thanked them
for their interest and patience in the matter, a patience
that threatened to postpone the production of my play
into a very dim future, announced the completion of
my Syndicate and, with the discharge of this bomb-
shell, wished them a pleasant morning.   A Cigarette
Maker's Romance was produced on November nth,
1900.    I had the pleasure of associating several old
comrades with it; Haviland and his wife (Amy Coleridge),
Sidney Valentine, Frank Vernon, Hamilton Clarke, who
again composed the incidental music, and my wife, who
appeared as the little cigarette girl, Vjera, beloved by the
Count.   The reception accorded the play was, on the
whole, favourable and though the receipts were on a low
level, that level was fairly steady and our expenses in
that small Theatre were much lower than in Theatre-